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RESPONSE TO EXAMINER'S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Commissioner of Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In the Examiner's Notice of Allowance dated August 17, 2005, the Examiner 
indicates there is no motivation to combine any of the cited references to prevent backlash for a 
pinion rotating less than 360°. In the course of his reasoning, the Examiner provides a definition 
for "backlash" as "a quick sharp recoil ... or any sudden or violent reaction." The Examiner 
cites Webster's New World Dictionary as authority for this definition. Applicants respectfully 



assert that this definition is not wholly complete. Rather, Webster's New World Dictionary, 
Tenth Edition, includes two components as its first definition of "backlash": 

a: a sudden or violent backward movement or reaction; 

b: the play between adjacent movable parts (as in a series of gears). 

(A copy of the relevant dictionary page is attached herewith.) The "backlash" prevented by the 
claimed invention is the phenomena described by either definition a or b, or both a and b. 

It is respectfully asserted that the claims are better suited to be construed pursuant 
the aboVe definition. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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